
A multidisciplinary home for health equity research, 
scholarship, and community engagement.

A public health framework for reducing health inequities
Bay area regional health inequities initiative

Social 
inequities

Class

Race/ethnicity

Immigration status

Gender

Sexual orientation

Institutional 
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Corporations & 

businesses
Government 
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Laws & regulations
Not-for-profit 
organizations

Living conditions
Physical Environment
• Land use
• Transportation
• Housing
• Residential segregation
• Exposure to toxins

Economic & work 
environment
• Employment
• Income
• Retail businesses
• Occupational hazards

Social environment
• Experience of class,  
    racism, gender,  
 immigration
• Culture – Ads – Media
• Violence

Service environment
• Health care
• Education
• Social services

Risk 
behaviors

Smoking

Poor nutrition

Low physical activity

Violence

Alcohol & other drugs
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& injury

Communicable  
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Chronic disease
Injury (intentional  
& unintentional)

Mortality
Infant mortality

Life expectancy

Upstream Downstream

Strategic partnerships 
advocacy

Community capacity building 
Commumity organizing

Civic engagement

Individual Health 
Education Health Care

Case Management

Emerging public health practice Current public heath practice

POLICY

Our approach:
Fostering a culture that is sensitive and 
responsive to the unique needs of our 
diverse patient population

Creating multisector 
partnerships

Building the evidence 
base to promote 
policies that eliminate 
the inequities created 
by unjust practices and systems
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Community engagement:

Maternal and 
child health equity 

research

ehealth equity 
research

Thought leadership 
and strategy 

development

Strategic 
communications and 

dissemination

Health equity 
research mentorship 

and training

Academic 
contributions to 

health equity policy 
and advocacy

Community capacity 
building and 
engagement

Detecting, 
understanding, 

reducing/eliminating 
health disparities

Collaborate 
Build partnership  
and trust

Shared leadership 
Strong bidirectional 
relationship final 
decision making at the 
community level

Outreach 
Establish communication 
and outreach channels

Consult 
Cultivate partnership and 
greater cooperation

Include 
Develop connections


