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2019-2021 MedStar Health Teaching & Research Scholars 

Capstone Program 

 
  
 Poster Presentations    3:30 - 5:00 pm 
 Research Scholars (3:30 - 4:00 pm) 

Graduating Teaching Scholars (4:00 - 4:30 pm) 
First-Year Teaching Scholars (4:30 - 5:00 pm) 

  
  
 Welcome    5:00 - 5:05 pm  

Tamika Auguste, MD 
  
 
 Opening Remarks   5:05 - 5:15 pm 

Stephen R.T. Evans, MD  
  
 
 Teaching Scholars Presentation   5:15 - 5:35 pm 
  Heather Hartman-Hall, PhD 
  MFSMC Medicine 

 ñWe donôt really talk about it.ò Role modeling and coping  
with patient deaths in the ICU 

 
 

 Research Scholars Presentation   5:35 - 5:55 pm 
  Pashna Munshi, MD 
  MGUH Hematology/Oncology 
  ñWeôre In This Together: Self-Preparedness,  Caregiver  
  Burden, and Patient-Reported Outcomes in Patient/Caregiver  
  Dyads in the Hematopoietic Stem Cell Transplantation Settingò 
  

  
 Closing Remarks    5:55 - 6:15 pm 
  Aviad Haramati, PhD 
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Selena Briggs, MD, PhD, MBA, MAUML, FACS 

MedStar Washington Hospital Center  
 

Selena E. Briggs, MD, PhD, MBA, MAUML, FACS, is an attend-
ing otologist, neurotologist and skull base surgeon holding board 
certification in both Otolaryngology and Neurotology. Dr. Briggs 
is the Vice Chairman of the Department of Otolaryngology at 
MedStar Washington Hospital Center. She is an Associate Profes-
sor within the Department of Otolaryngology at Georgetown Uni-
versity School of Medicine. She previously served as the Director 
of Otology, Neurotology and Audiology at Beth Israel Deaconess 
Medical Center, attending surgeon at Boston Childrenôs Hospital 
and as an Assistant Professor of Otolaryngology at Harvard Medi-
cal School in Boston, Massachusetts. 
 

Dr. Briggs is a fellow of the American College of Surgeons 
(FACS) and a fellow of the American Neurotology Society 
(ANS). She has service in leadership within multiple national or-
ganizations. Dr. Briggs was elected to the Audit Committee of the 
American Academy of Otolaryngology ï Head and Neck Surgery 
(AAO-HNSF) where she served as chair of the committee. She 

has also served on numerous committees of the AAO-HNSF including the Patient Safety and Quality 
Improvement Committee, Imaging Committee, and Humanitarian Efforts Committee. Dr. Briggs 
served as chair of the Geriatric Committee of the AAO-HNSF and co-chair of the taskforce that devel-
oped the MIPS age related hearing loss measures for CMS on behalf of the Academy. She also serves 
on the Executive Committee for the American Society of Geriatric Otolaryngology. She also serves on 
the ANS Continuing Education Committee. 
 

She is frequently invited to speak at meetings of professional societies. Her lecture topics have ranged 
from the understanding the business of medicine to cochlear implantation in the geriatric population. 
Dr. Briggs is a peer reviewer for several publications, including Otology & Neurotology, International 
Journal of Pediatric Otolaryngology, and Otolaryngology ï Head and Neck Surgery. She serves on the 
Editorial Board for Operative Techniques in Otolaryngology and the Connections Magazine. Her re-
search has been published in scientific journals, including Nature Biotechnologies. She has authored 
and edited numerous texts and written multiple chapters on various topics related to otology and skull 
base surgery. 
 

Dr. Briggs obtained her bachelorôs degree for the University of Pennsylvania. She completed her medi-
cal degree at the University of Cincinnati College of Medicine, followed by a surgical internship and 
otolaryngology-head and neck surgery residency at the University of Minnesota, and a fellowship in 
neurotology at New York University. Dr. Briggs earned an MBA from the University of Cincinnati. 
She also earned a PhD in otolaryngology from the University of Minnesota for her research on preven-
tion and management of age-related hearing loss. 
 

Dr. Briggsô research interests include: 
¶ Age related hearing loss treatment and prevention 
¶ Cochlear implantation 
¶ Healthcare disparities 
¶ Quality and safety in the care of otolaryngology patients 
¶ Innovations in neurotologic surgery 
¶ Leadership development and wellness 
¶ Impact of followership on organizational success 
 

Link to Abstract 

Link to Poster 

Link to Video Presentation 

Graduating Teaching Scholar 
Education.  Innovation.  Scholarship. 

https://medstar.box.com/s/qhyyps1osgux4u4w1rb3t2zh558zt815
https://medstar.box.com/s/28fv3ksk367ed167zqmg8xl861fjxpdn
https://georgetown.zoom.us/rec/share/gdxj4Pt_QnapZckETA4NIL_HNRSg2honwNgIbVwExYUFmCziwHu4sdldViPOQK1N.dNj6X2P_0iXb22pv?startTime=1620429970000
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Elizabeth Chawla, MD, FAAP 
Medstar Georgetown University Hospital  
 
Elizabeth Chawla, MD, FAAP, is a primary care pediatrician 
and attending physician at Medstar Georgetown University 
Hospital (MGUH), as well as an Associate Professor of Pe-
diatrics at Georgetown University School of Medicine. At 
MGUH she is the Associate Program Director of the Pediat-
rics residency program, the residency continuity clinic direc-
tor, and the co-director of the Integrated Mental Health Clin-
ic at Medstar Georgetown Pediatrics at Tenleytown. 
 
Dr. Chawla is a fellow of the American Academy of Pediat-
rics (FAAP) and is board-certified in General Pediatrics. She 
has been named a principle member of CENTILE at 
Georgetown University School of Medicine and is an active 
member of this Medical Education community of practice.  
 

Dr. Chawla is active in several professional societies. She is a member of the Academic Pedi-
atric Association (APA) and is the Georgetown delegate to APA Region IV, the American 
Academy of Pediatrics (AAP), and the Association of Medical Education in Europe (AMEE). 
She is a member of the Association of Pediatric Program Directors (APPD) and was recently 
named the Chair-Elect of the Mental and Behavioral Health Learning Community of the 
APPD. In this role she is co-leading a multi-organization collaboration to build a national 
Mental and Behavioral Health curriculum for pediatric residents. 
 
Dr. Chawla has been selected to present as well as lead workshops at several national meet-
ings of professional societies. These presentations have included the topics of mental and be-
havioral health education for pediatric residents, using standardized patients to teach commu-
nication skills, the innovative use of virtual SIM during the pandemic, and topics of faculty 
development and mentoring. 
 
Dr. Chawla graduated with a medical degree from Georgetown University School of Medi-
cine. She completed her residency training in pediatrics at Medstar Georgetown University 
Hospital, where she also was selected for an additional chief residency year. 
 
Dr. Chawlaôs research interests include: 
¶ Mental & Behavioral Health Care for pediatric patients 
¶ Mental & Behavioral Health Education for pediatric residents 
¶ Communication skills  
¶ Innovative uses of simulation 
 
Link to Abstract 

Link to Poster 

Link to Video Presentation 

Graduating Teaching Scholar 
Education.  Innovation.  Scholarship. 

https://medstar.box.com/s/r66eio6r7zdwld1ybaedbng0nffz1lln
https://medstar.box.com/s/cj0m389zonal6wkxlaljfg5ku42zx2pd
https://georgetown.zoom.us/rec/share/w7dfvigFrHrPUUVXifSXdbdwJDdSTotiVVVW5h6y8WnW18P00yRULNgv9WPawijE.dzzR7_SERgh0-eFO?startTime=1620859384000
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Maria Felton Lowry, PharmD  
University of Pittsburgh  
 
Maria Felton Lowry, PharmD is an Assistant Professor at the 
University of Pittsburgh School of Pharmacy in the Depart-
ment of Pharmacy and Therapeutics in Pittsburgh, PA. In 
addition, she is a Palliative Care Clinical Pharmacy Special-
ist at University of Pittsburgh Medical Center (UPMC) Palli-
ative and Supportive Institute. In her previous role, she 
served as a Palliative Care Clinical Pharmacist at MedStar 
Union Memorial Hospital in Baltimore, MD.  
 
During her time at MedStar Health, she was awarded the Dr. 
Thomas Wilson Clinician of the Year Award within MedStar 
Healthôs Palliative Care Department for her dedication to 
patient care, teaching, and research. 
 
Dr. Lowry is an active member of the Society of Pain and 

Palliative Care Pharmacists, where she serves on the Development Committee and Student 
and Resident Engagement Subcommittee. Through this Society, she was selected to be a 
member of a national workgroup responsible for developing Entrustable Professional Activi-
ties for hospice and palliative care clinical pharmacists.  
 
Dr. Lowry has presented at national meetings such as American Academy of Hospice and Pal-
liative Medicine, American Geriatrics Society, and Society of Teachers of Family Medicine. 
She is a peer reviewer for the Journal of Palliative Medicine. Her research has been published 
in scientific journals, including Journal of Pain and Palliative Care Pharmacotherapy and 
American Journal of Hospice and Palliative Medicine. 
 
Dr. Lowry received her PharmD from the University of Pittsburgh School of Pharmacy. She 
then completed a Post-Graduate Year One Pharmacy Practice and Post-Graduate Year Two 
Geriatric Residency at UPMC St. Margaret as well as an Interprofessional Faculty Develop-
ment Fellowship through University of Pittsburgh Department of Family Medicine in Pitts-
burgh, PA. Dr. Lowry is a Board Certified Pharmacotherapy Specialist and a Board Certified 
Geriatric Pharmacist.  
 
Research Interests:  
¶ Deprescribing 
¶ Polypharmacy 
¶ Interprofessional medical education  
 
Link to Abstract 

Link to Poster 

Link to Video Presentation 

Graduating Teaching Scholar 
Education.  Innovation.  Scholarship. 

https://medstar.box.com/s/4tqq5p8mrc00vtgvff1rhewouwmy278i
https://medstar.box.com/s/rccjvpry3m523qzzyl9z67i46tpxekja
https://medstar.box.com/s/i9f2lphnduh2er86124kal2l1mf86y0s
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Heather Hartman-Hall, PhD  

MedStar Franklin Square Medical Center  

 

Heather Hartman-Hall, PhD is a clinical psychologist on the 
MedStar Health Internal Medicine (MHIM) faculty as well 
as a behavioral health consultant in the Primary Care Center 
at MedStar Franklin Square Medical Center. As an assistant 
professor of Clinical Medicine in the Georgetown University 
School of Medicine, she teaches didactics and mentors re-
search projects on well-being and behavioral health topics. 
Her previous experience includes work in the public mental 
health system and directing a American Psychological Asso-
ciation accredited doctoral psychology internship program.  

 

Within MHIM, she is the Director of Residency Well-Being 
and Behavioral Health Education. She serves as co-chair of 

the residencyôs Clinical Competency Committee and chairs the MHIM Wellness and Social 
Committee. She clinical instruction and wellness training for 149 residents and dozens of 
medical students annually. She also serves on the MedStar Wellbeing Steering Committee, 
directing mental health initiatives for Medstar physicians and associates and chairing the Med-
Star GME Wellbeing Committee.  

 

The recipient of two MedStar SELECT grants for research relating to medical education as 
well as a MedStar Health Teaching Scholar, Dr. Hartman-Hall is conducting research projects 
on how training programs can effectively address resident well-being as well as behavioral 
health QI projects in the clinical setting. Dr. Hartman-Hall is regularly an invited speaker on 
wellbeing in academic healthcare settings, and has presented posters and workshops at nation-
al conferences.  

 

Dr. Hartman-Hall earned her PhD from American University in Washington, DC and com-
pleted her doctoral internship at Springfield Hospital Center, a state psychiatric hospital in 
Carroll County, Maryland.  

 

Her research interests include:  

¶ Resident well-being and fatigue 

¶ Physiciansô coping with patient deaths 

¶ Behavioral health screening and brief intervention in primary care 

¶ Physician mental health 

¶ Physician communication 

 

Link to Abstract 

Link to Poster 

Link to Video Presentation 

Graduating Teaching Scholar 
Education.  Innovation.  Scholarship. 

https://medstar.box.com/s/d2xasklfcpgg5h4ar6yreqwhlnpbvzc3
https://medstar.box.com/s/1yjcogias1qy4uo31iyjx662axhro4wm
https://medstar.box.com/s/b915484zve9b7rhg1bob21l3yt1dyl3v
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